Study Time #30
 Read Ephesians 4:7-12. How can the body of Christ remain unified?  What is needed?  

4:8

This verse is one of the most confusing to try and translate.  But with the help of a commentary it seems to be saying 2 things:

1. Christ freed those that were Satan’s and gave them to God through Christ’s crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension. 

2. Christ handed out the “spoils of war” to the freed; also called the spiritual gifts.

· What do these 2 facts about Christ point to; concerning Christ’s nature or character?

· What are v. 9-10 talking about concerning Christ?  What might “ascending” and “descending” be referring to?

Look back at 1:20-23.  This defines what Paul means in v. 9-10.  Christ is above all powers that exist.  He triumphed over them through His death, resurrection, and ascension.

In v.11-12, it explains the gifts He gave to the church.  Who did He give?
· Apostles: appointed by God to lead others to Christ.

· Prophets: ordained by God to foresee events according to the plans of God.

· Evangelists: spreads the gospel to others who don’t know Christ.

· Pastors: overseer/shepherd of the church; leading believers into maturity.

· Teachers: allowing others to see and understand God through His promised written 

Word.
· Why does Christ give these people to the church? (v. 12)

If a church or body of Christ is being built up what will ultimately happen in their attitude towards God and Christ?  The opposite is true as well: if the pastors, teachers, and evangelists, etc are not giving their body of Christ the tools to grow in Christ, then the church will not see their need or desire for God.

Application

Think about your church or examples of people in your life who are your pastor, and influential evangelist/ missionary, or teacher.  Write them an encouraging note this week letting them know.  As members of the body of Christ we also have a responsibility to build up our leaders in order to unify us unto the Lord.

